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With a firm belief that access to electricity can 
help reconcile development, poverty eradication 
and climate change mitigation and adaptation, 
the Global Sustainable Electricity Partnership 
(GSEP), an international non-profit organization 
formerly known as e8 composed of the world’s 
leading utilities, is taking concrete actions towards 
increasing access to clean and reliable electricity 
across the world. 

As a unique pool of expertise in the electricity 
sector, we develop and implement small, 
concrete renewable energy projects and 
solutions on the ground that improve the 
standards of living of thousands of people 
without pursuing any commercial goal, which 
sets us apart from other organizations in the 
sector. To date, we have implemented several 
clean energy projects worldwide that saved 
almost 10,000 tons of CO

2
 emissions.

Sharing our know-how, we have additionally led 
and delivered both technical and institutional 
capacity-building workshops that have reached 
more than 60 countries. Building on our twenty 
years of experience, we are currently developing 
bold initiatives in partnership with other 
international organizations, with an aim to test 
and create new business models for the scale-up 
of renewable energy projects and the development 
of capacity in public-private partnerships.

More than ever, our actions are relevant in a 
context of a growing world population, where 
huge efforts are required across the globe to 
fight energy poverty while coping with climate 
change. This is why this year, we responded to the 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s call for 
action and pledged a series of concrete initiatives 
as our immediate contribution to the long-
term objective of achieving universal access to 
sustainable energy for all by 2030. 

These pledges include the provision of 50,000 
solar lanterns that will increase access to 

electricity of off-grid households in partnership 
with the Global BrightLight Foundation; the 
expansion of our current capacity-building 
program in transferring business expertise and 
know-how in electrification projects to help 
develop local capacities in developing countries; 
and the funding of the development of an 
electrification roadmap for southern Africa which 
aims at providing access to electricity for 500 
million people by 2025. Moreover, heads of our 
corporate member organisations are playing a 
leadership role as of the UN High-Level Group 
for Sustainable Energy for All. 

We applaud the UN’s first-of-a-kind invitation to 
the private sector to join forces with governments 
and civil society to urgently work on sustainable 
and clean energy solutions for the underserved 
populations of the world.  We invite others to 
join us in this call for more tangible projects 
that demonstrate the viability of a bottom-up 
approach to sustainable energy development 
and climate change mitigation and adaptation in 
developing and emerging countries.  
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