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BASQUE SOCIETY’S SHARE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY

The Basque commitment  
to combat climate change
The Basque Country has a surface area of 7,000 square kilometres and just over two million inhabitants. Although 
its contribution to global climate change is small in quantitative terms, the Basque Government works to the basic 
principle that governs international policies on emissions reduction: shared responsibility, especially among 
industrialised countries. The Government has set up a policy based on two strategic axes: act against climate 
change and prepare for its consequences; and encourage a culture of innovation to work towards a sustainable 
Basque economy. In 2006, the Basque Office on Climate Change was set up and in autumn 2007, the Basque plan 
to combat climate change was completed, deploying specific actions to reduce and adapt to climate change 
in areas such as energy, industry, transport and the residential sector. Here, Esther Larrañga Galdos, Minister 
for the Environment and Land Use, highlights the issues and outlines the Basque Government’s plan to combat  
climate change.
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Figure: Trends in GHG emissions in the Basque 
Country, the EU and Spain 1990-2006.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE BASQUE OFFICE ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE

ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE
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